Minutes of the Faculty Senate Meeting
December 6, 2017
Bump Conference Room
I. Call to order

Chair Rod Rice called the meeting to order at 11:03 AM.  
II. Roll call
Senators present: Drs. Zeynep Baran (GEOL/GEOE for Darin Pagnac), Andrea Brickey (MEM), Robert Corey (PHYS), William Cross (METE), Patrick Gilcrease (CBE), Mark Novak (CABS), Adam Piper (IEEM), Marc Robinson (CEE), Albert Romkes (ME), Charles Tolle (ECE), Frank Van Nuys (SS), and Professor Deb Mitchell (HUM)
Visitors Present: Dr. Judy Sneller (Graduation Committee)

III. Approval of agenda
The agenda was approved by voice vote.

IV. Approval of minutes
The minutes of the November 9, 2017 meeting of the Faculty Senate were approved by voice vote.
V. Report from the Chair
Dr. Rice reported that South Dakota House Speaker Mark Mickelson is proposing legislation in 2018 to ban collective bargaining at the state's six public universities.  Apparently he was motivated to bring this proposal forward because he chaired a panel that considered moving the South Dakota School of Law from Vermillion to Sioux Falls and he became frustrated that the terms of professorial contracts would not allow them to teach courses on weekends or week nights.  At a recent town hall meeting on the Mines campus, Dr. Rice asked Regent Mike Rush if he had any additional details about the proposal but Dr. Rush said at this point he knew very little other than what had been reported publicly in the Sioux Falls and Rapid City newspapers.  According to Dr. Frank Matejcik, the SD Mines COHE Representative, the SDEA is working with COHE on a response to this proposal.  
President Rankin is set to come to the Winter All-Faculty meeting, set for February 6 at 4:00 in CBEC 2228. Dr. Rice asked Senators to think about issues of concern to the faculty to discuss at this meeting. Dean Mahon is coordinating President Rankin’s initial schedule of meetings and events as Chair of the Transition Committee; this committee will perform such duties through the Fall 2018 semester.
The BME degree issue raised at the November Senate meeting was discussed further. Dan Engebretson of the GEAR Center in Sioux Falls had conducted the SD Mines portion of the BME program last year. BME started a task force with the Provost and USD would like to advance their Associate’s degree to a 4-year engineering B.S. degree but can’t do that at USD because of the needed engineering portion.  A standard engineering-based curriculum has been proposed, but has not yet been sent to the SD Mines Curriculum Committee. 
To some faculty, this process resembled what happened with the implementation of the Engineering Management MS degree, in which a program proposal was given to SD Mines and we had little choice but to accept it. 
VI. Committee reports
Committee reports were covered in old and new business. 
VII. Old business
No Old Business was discussed
VIII. New business
A. Fall Graduates
Dr. Sneller presented the list of AA/BS students for winter graduation. One CEE student on the list was noted as not being eligible to graduate. The other candidates were approved for graduation by voice vote.

B. Emeritus Faculty Procedure 
The SD Board of Regents changed the procedure for Universities to elect Emeritus Professors.  The Regents have removed themselves from the process and granted emeritus approval authority to university presidents. Policy IV-17, Faculty Emeritus Status, is being revised to reflect the new procedure. 
C. Faculty Senate Chair Nominating Committee
According to the Bylaws, no Faculty Chair may serve more than two consecutive terms.  At the end of spring semester, Dr. Rice will complete his second term.  As a result, a nominating committee for the next Faculty Senate Chair is required. Dr. Rice noted that five Faculty are needed for the committee. Drs. Corey and Piper volunteered for the committee with Dr. Piper agreeing to be the Committee Chair. Three volunteers from the Faculty will be sought.
D. Curriculum Requests

Proposed minor changes to GES 130/130L were discussed and approved by voice vote.
IX.      Other

A. Environmental Health and Safety Committee Report

Dr. Novak reported from the Environmental and Health Safety Committee. In general, SDSM&T is doing well, but there are still some issues, particularly with unlabeled bottles containing clear liquids. This is a problem primarily for research laboratories, although some bottles of white board cleaner fluid in classrooms are unmarked as well.  Another unrelated problem is the blocking of electrical fuse and breaker boxes.
B. Scholarship Auction

Professor Mitchell reported that the auction of a water color picture of a campus tree brought $3,000 for scholarships.

C. Senate Webmaster

Dr. Rice requested that the Senate identify a new webmaster and asked for volunteers.  Currently Dr. Masterlark is performing that function, although he is no longer serving on the Senate.
X.       Adjournment
The next Senate meeting was set for 18 January 2018 at 11 AM in the Bump Lounge. The Senate adjourned at 11:39 AM.
