Minutes of the Faculty Senate Meeting
March 2, 2017
Bump Conference Room
I. Call to order

Chair Rod Rice called the meeting to order at 11:05 AM.  
II. Roll call
Senators present: Drs. Andrea Brickey (MEM), Robert Corey (PHYS), William Cross (METE), Patrick Gilcrease (CBE), Timothy Masterlark (GEOL/GEOE), Professor Deborah Mitchell (HUM), Mark Novak (CABS), Darrin Pagnac (GEOL/GEOE), Adam Piper (IEEM),Mengyu Qiao (MCS), Marc Robinson (CEE), Albert Romkes (ME), Coach Jerry Schafer, Charles Tolle (ECE), and Frank Van Nuys (SS) 
III. Approval of agenda
The agenda was approved by voice vote.

IV. Approval of minutes
The minutes of the February 9, 2017 meeting of the Faculty Senate and the January 31, 2017 All-Faculty Meeting were approved by voice vote.
V. Report from the Chair
Dr. Rice discussed the agenda for the All-Faculty meeting and noted that other items would be taken up under new business
VI. Committee reports
Committee reports were covered in old and new business. 
VII. Old business
A.    Affected Departments Form

No new action.
B.   Ad Hoc Senate Committee on Email and Internet Security 

Jason Erickson of ITS is preparing a future presentation for the committee to be focused on the issues concerning personal identity information.
C.      Senate elections (CEM, GEOL/GEOE, MEM, PE)
The Senate elections were completed.  Three members—Dr. Andrea Brickey (MEM), Dr. Pat Gilcrease (CBE), and Mr. Jason Henry (PE)--were re-elected for another term.  In Fall 2017, Dr. Darrin Pagnac (GEOL/GEOE) will replace Dr. Tim Masterlark.
VIII. New business
A. Presidential search and Senate resolution

An initial meeting of the Presidential Search Committee has been set tentatively for May 4, 2017; however, that schedule could change depending on Senate confirmation hearings for President Wilson.  Dr. Rice was asked to supply four names to the Board of Regents (BoR) from whom the faculty representatives will be chosen. The BoR indicated to Dr. Rice that the Senate resolution requesting additional faculty representation on the search committee will be “taken under consideration.”

B. Request for faculty participation in Retention Planning Group (RPG)

Dr. Rice spoke to Dr. Kouris about this issue and Dr. Kouris agreed that adding a faculty representative to the RPG was a good idea.  Dr. Rice said he would solicit volunteers from the faculty to serve on the committee, present the list of volunteers to the Senate at the April meeting, and ask the Senate to select a representative from among the volunteers via Senate vote.  
C. Spring commencement speaker ( http://atg.sd.gov/OurOffice/bio.aspx )

SD Mines alum Marty Jackley, South Dakota Attorney General, will be the spring commencement speaker.  A unanimous voice vote from the Senate approved Mr. Jackley in this role. Because South Dakota state laws prohibit such awards to state employees, no honorary degree will be conferred.

D. Agenda for 28 Mar All-Faculty meeting (CB 203)  

Potential agenda items for the March 28, 2017 All-Faculty meeting include:

1.  Senate Composition, AY 2017-18
2.  SD Mines research initiatives:  Dr. Puszynski will be invited to give an update on current campus research and share ideas on ways to improve research on campus.
3.  Scholarship Policy:  Molly Moore will be invited to review the highlights of the new proposed SD Mines Scholarship Policy.
4.  Campus internet security:  Possible agenda item for September All-Faculty Meeting.
IX. Other

1.  Unauthorized politically-charged anti-Islamic posters have appeared recently on campus bulletin boards. The Senate discussed the need for further discussion about how to deal with discriminatory phenomena such as this within the provisions of free speech, diversity, inclusion, and campus advertising/posting policy.  
2.  Departmental workload policy models are being presented at the ALC meetings and can be found in the ALC Meeting Minutes.
X. Adjournment
The Senate adjourned at 11:31 AM.
