Minutes of the Faculty Senate Meeting
April 9, 2015
Bump Conference Room
I. Call to order

Chair Rod Rice called the meeting to order at 11:02 AM.  
II. Roll call
Senators present: Drs. William Cross (METE), Marius Ellingsen (ME), Patrick Gilcrease (CBE), Mengyu Qiao (MCS), Timothy Masterlark (GEOL/GEOE), Charles Tolle (ECE), Zhengtao Zhu (CABS), Alfred Boysen (HUM), Purushotham Tukkaraja  (MEM), Thomas Fontaine (CEE), Frank Matejcik (IE) and Frank Van Nuys (SS); Mr. Jason Henry (Athletics).  
Others present: Dr. Doug Wells (MS/PhD Graduates), Dr. Sangchul Bang (BS Graduates) and Dr. Ed Corwin (Immediate Past Chair)
III. Approval of agenda
The agenda was approved by voice vote.

IV. Approval of minutes
The minutes of March 5, 2015 meeting of the Faculty Senate were approved by voice vote after minor corrections were approved.  
V. Report from the Chair
Dr. Rice indicated that the Senate had made a combined contribution of $100 to the West River Foundation Scholarship fund in honor of Regent Randy Morris.  Dr. Rice also noted that after the campus visits were complete, the Provost/VP for Academic Affairs Search Committee deliberated and met with President Wilson to advise her and assess the candidates. 
VI. Committee reports
Committee reports are covered in old business. 
VII. Old business
A.     Common Exams policy recommendation (Academic Affairs)

The Committee motion to approve the modifications (Academic Affairs sub-committee and Interim Provost) to Policy II-3 was carried by voice vote.

B.     Student Travel Eligibility recommendation (Student Affairs)  
Discussion focused primarily on changes to the current NCAA policy and how the NCAA and SDSMT policies compare.  Senator Henry indicated that the NCAA has approved changing sophomore year initial eligibility criterion from 1.8 to a 2.0 GPA.  The change will take approximately one year to implement.  In addition to the GPA requirements, 24 credit hours must be passed before the start of an athlete’s third semester.  Although there is no separate interim (i.e. spring semester) eligibility policy in the NCAA guidelines, athletes must pass at least 6 credit hours during the first semester.  The proposed SDSMT policy has higher requirements than the NCAA, however.  This could become an issue for Athletics, but the general consensus among the Senate was that all students need to be treated consistently.
VIII. New Business
A. Curriculum requests (http://www.hpcnet.org/april2015 )
Dr. Cross presented the new courses and substantial program modifications for special consideration.  Dr. Fontaine discussed the Global Engineering Minor in detail.  This was developed at the behest of President Wilson by Suzi Aadland, Dr. Dixon, and Dr. Alley from the previous Global Engineering Certificate (which will remain for those students who do not want to obtain a minor but want to establish some global credentials).  In addition, Dr. Fontaine said there is a desire to develop a Global Sciences Certificate pending the identification of someone willing to develop the program.  The committee motion to approve the curriculum requests under consideration was carried by voice vote.
B.     Spring BS graduation list (Dr. Bang)
Dr. Bang indicated that there were 249 B.S. students on the Spring, 2015 graduation list and no A.A. students, but that there was a late addition of 6 candidates.   Dr. Matejcik motioned approval with Dr. Ellingsen seconding. The motion passed.

C.     Spring/summer MS and PhD Graduation list (Dr. Wells)
Dr. Wells noted that there are approximately 80 graduate students graduating in Spring and Summer 2015, including 5 Spring and 9 Summer Ph.D. students.  Dr. Matejcik motioned approval with Dr. Ellingsen seconding. The motion passed.
D.     Emeritus request (Dr. Andrew Detwiler)
Pending minor corrections, Dr. Corey motioned for approval with a second from Dr. Ellingsen.  The motion was approved unanimously.

E.      Modifying curriculum forms
Dr. Wells pointed out that many curriculum changes have effects outside the requesting department and that there should be a way to notify all affected entities.  He also suggested that a feedback loop for what has been approved would be useful for all departments.
Charge:  The Academic Affairs Committee will work with Ms. Carla Tiu, the Registrar, to develop an SDSMT form for identifying potential effects and notifying affected departments.

Timeline:  The new form is to be proposed to the Senate at the May Senate meeting.

 IX. Other

X. Adjournment
The Senate adjourned at 12:04 PM.
