Minutes of the Faculty Senate Meeting
February 9, 2017
Bump Conference Room
I. Call to order

Chair Rod Rice called the meeting to order at 11:02 AM.  
II. Roll call
Senators present: Drs. Andrea Brickey (MEM), Robert Corey (PHYS), William Cross (METE), Patrick Gilcrease (CBE), Timothy Masterlark (GEOL/GEOE), Professor Deborah Mitchell (HUM), Mark Novak (CABS), Adam Piper (IEEM), Mengyu Qiao (MCS), Marc Robinson (CEE), Albert Romkes (ME), Charles Tolle (ECE), and Frank Van Nuys (SS), 
Others:  Darrin Pagnac (GEOL/GEOE)

III. Approval of agenda
The agenda was approved by voice vote.

IV. Approval of minutes
The minutes of the 19 January meeting of the Faculty Senate and the 31 January All-Faculty Meeting were approved by voice vote.
V. Report from the Chair
Dr. Rice stated that most of new news he had to report was covered during the 31 January All-Faculty Meeting.  
VI. Committee reports
Committee reports were covered in old and new business. 
VII. Old business
A.    Affected Departments Form

No new action.
B.   Workload Policy  

No new action.

C.     Online Student Opinion Surveys and Retention

Dr. Rice said he would request that Dr. Kouris add a faculty member to the Retention Planning Group (RPG).  The previous committee (University Retention Committee) was disbanded in 2014 and had four faculty members.
D.     Ad Hoc Senate Committee on Email and Internet Security 

No new action.

F.      Environmental Safety and Health Committee

No new action.

G.   Senate elections

According to the Senate Bylaws, Departmental Senate elections need to be completed by 1 March.  Four departments are affected this year: GEOL/GEOE elected Dr. Darrin Pagnac and MEM re-elected Dr. Brickey; however, CBE and PE still need to complete their selections.

VIII. New business
A. Curriculum proposals (http://www.hpcnet.org/February2017 )

Dr. Cross presented the February 2017 curriculum items approved by the Curriculum Committee.  The primary focus was GES 130.  Many departments have agreed to accept GES 130 as a replacement for required 1XX courses within the major.  This course could also count as a free elective and is a revision of GE 130, which has not been taught for several years.  Dr. West and Dr. Roberts have overseen this effort at the ALC.  

The curriculum measures passed by voice vote.

B. Emerita nomination (Dr. Sally Palmer)

Dr. Palmer’s emeritus nomination passed unanimously by voice vote. 
C. Presidential search update   

Dr. Rice outlined the process, as determined by the SD Board of Regents, to be followed should President Wilson be confirmed as Secretary of the Air Force:
The Presidential Search Committee will consist of the following members:
Regents (John Bastian, Chair, and two additional Regents)

Board President (ex-officio)

Sitting President from another SD institution

Faculty (2 members)

Students (2 members)

Administrator (1 member)

Exempt (1 member)

Civil Service (1 member)

Alumni Association (1 member)

SD Mines Foundation (1 member)

Community (1 member)

Dr. Rice has been tasked by the BoR to solicit search committee nominations and select four candidates from the pool of nominees.  He will forward those names to the SD BoR no later than 17 February and the BoR will select two of those nominees to serve on the Presidential search.  
The Presidential Search Committee will have their tentative initial meeting on 4 May.  No search activity is planned over the summer; however, if President Wilson is approved as the new Secretary of the Air Force, the search process will begin in earnest in the fall.  Assuming that happens, the search completion target date is November 2017.
Dr. Rice stated that he had no information concerning an interim President.

Questions arose about the committee composition and many senators were concerned that there are only two faculty representatives.  As a result, the Senate drafted the following resolution to be delivered to the BoR on behalf of the SD Mines Faculty:
Faculty Senate Resolution:  Presidential Search Committee Composition

10 February 2017
Whereas, faculty are the educational engine that pushes the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology forward;

Whereas, the 179 full and part-time faculty make up a substantial part of the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology workforce;

Whereas, South Dakota School of Mines and Technology faculty contribute immeasurably to the teaching, service, and research components of the institutional mission;
Whereas, just two faculty slots are allotted on the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology Presidential Search Committee; 
Be it resolved that the members of the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology Faculty and Senate request that the South Dakota Board of Regents expand the number of faculty representatives on the SD Mines Presidential Search Committee.  

IX. Other

A question arose whether the use of SD Mines rather than SDSM&T or South Dakota School of Mines and Technology was an official name change or a branding initiative?  The answer wasn’t clear.

X. Adjournment
The Senate adjourned at 11:36 AM.
