Minutes of the Faculty Senate Meeting
February 12, 2015
Bump Conference Room
I. Call to order

Chair Rod Rice called the meeting to order at 11:03 AM.  
II. Roll call
Senators present: Drs. William Cross (METE), Marius Ellingsen (ME), Patrick Gilcrease (CBE), Mengyu Qiao (MCS), Timothy Masterlark (GEOL/GEOE), Charles Tolle (ECE), Zhengtao Zhu (CABS), Alfred Boysen (HUM), Robert Corey (PHYS), Thomas Fontaine (CEE), Frank Matejcik (IE) and Frank Van Nuys (SS).  
Others present: Dr. Charles Kliche for Dr. Purushotham Tukkaraja, Mr. Gerald Schafer for Jason Henry (Athletics), Dr. Jennifer Benning (CEE) and Dr. Ed Corwin (Immediate Past Chair)
III. Approval of agenda
The agenda was approved.

IV. Approval of minutes
The minutes of January 8, 2015 meeting of the Faculty Senate were approved by voice vote.  The minutes of the All-Faculty Meeting held January 29, 2015 were also approved by voice vote.
V. Report from the Chair
Dr. Rice indicated that the Provost Search Committee is well underway and has narrowed the list of candidates to 10.  Of those, the Committee will recommend three to four for on-campus interviews in March.  Two faculty members—Drs. Rice and Kellar—are serving on the Committee.
VI. Committee reports
Committee reports are covered in old business. 
VII. Old business
A. Curriculum Committee Report (Academic Affairs)

Dr. Jennifer Benning was invited to discuss the Minor in Sustainable Engineering.  The primary issue of interest concerned whether GEOG 400 (Cultural Geography) could be counted as either a science elective or a Humanities/Social Science elective.  However, current BoR policy defines GEOG courses as Social Science.  After some discussion, the Sustainable Engineering item was passed.  All other February curriculum items were passed without discussion.
B.     
Common exam scheduling conflicts (Academic Affairs)
Following the discussions at the December and January Senate meetings and at the January All-Faculty Meeting, an Academic Affairs sub-committee including all Senate Academic Affairs members (Drs. Cross, Ellingsen, Matejcik and Anagnostou) and representatives from MCS, CHEM, Music and Athletics will be formed.  Physics was asked if they wanted to participate in Common Exams other than the Final Exam, but they declined and are satisfied with current in class examinations.
Charge:  This sub-committee will meet to discuss the issue further, develop an alternate arrangement that works for all the groups involved, and present findings and recommendations at the 5 March Senate Meeting.
C.      Student travel eligibility policy (Student Affairs)  

The Senate agreed that the previously proposed addition to the “Minimum Progression Standards” in the SDSMT Undergraduate and Graduate Catalog would be better placed as an addition to Policy III-I-I “Excused Absences for School Sponsored Activities and Professional Interviews.”
Athletics indicated that current NCAA and SDSM&T policies are slightly different for first year students.  At the present time, the NCAA does not look at semester GPAs, only year-end GPAs and how many hours were completed and passed in the previous semester/year.  By NCAA rules, students completing 24 hours in their first year are eligible for their second year if their cumulative GPA is greater than 1.8, although the NCAA is considering changing this rule to a 2.0 cumulative GPA.  However, the 1.8 GPA conflicts with the SDSM&T proposed rule.  In Fall Semester 2014, approximately 9-11 SDSMT athletes did not have a 2.0 cumulative GPA.  A question arose concerning who would have authority to make exceptions to allow travel for student-athletes who meet NCAA but not SDSM&T eligibility rules.  It was suggested that perhaps this procedure should follow an appeals process similar to the one for taking courses more than three times (Policy III-1-1 has a grievance process that could be applied to exceptions.  This policy is referenced in the Catalog under Procedure 6 of “Excused Absences for School Sponsored Events”:  “Steps toward resolution of disagreements will follow the established SDSM&T Grievance Procedure for Students Policy III-1-3”).
VIII. New business
A. Spring Commencement Speaker

Burns & McDonnell Chairman and CEO Greg Graves was approved as Spring Commencement Speaker.
B. Dr. Tolle announced that Mr. Scott Rausch had been appointed as interim ECE Department Head.
IX. Other

X. Adjournment
The Senate adjourned at 12:18 PM.
